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REPORT 


OF : 


COMMITTEE ON LANDS. 


To His Excellency the Governor of Kansas : i 

SIR :—The undersigned agents appointed by you to select the lands 
granted to the State by the General Government, do herewith submit the . 
following report: 

‘After procuring the typography and lists of the vacant land in the 
several Land Districts of the State, we employed such assistance as we 
deemed necessary to complete our examinations and selections before the 
meeting of the next session of the Legislature, and enable us to make a 
thorugh and careful examination of the vacant lands in the State. We 
traveled throngh and carefully looked over nearly every township in the. 
surveyed portion of the State containing a sufficient quantity of vacant 
land to justify our doing so. Feeling that it was very doubtful whether 
the Government would grant us any additional lands, we have been 
particularly eareful to select the best vacant lands in the State, estimating 
its value: Ist, by the fertility of the soil; 2d, by the water and timber on 
or near the land; 3d, by its proximity to settlements, We have en- 
deavored, in making selections of land, to distribute the locations, fairly 
and equally, through the townships in the several Land Districts contain- 
ing the vacant lands, except where the surface of the township is of a 
character to render the land unfit for cultivation, 

The following list will show the quantity of ere the State i is 
entitled under the provisions of the Act of Admission, and under the 
_ provisions of other Acts of Congress: : 

ist. In Section 3d, of Act 6f Admission, “Sectiqns number 16 and 
36 in every township of Public Lands in the State are granted for the 
use of schools, and where either of said sections, or any part thereof, 
- have been sold, or otherwise -been disposed of, other. lands equivalent 
thereto. The quantity of land that would inure to the State under this 
provision, estimating the quantity from the number of suryeyed town- 
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ships, taken.from the records of the Surveyor General’s office, would, be 
in the aggregate, 800,292 ‘acres, 

2d. For the use and support of a State University, 46,080 acres. 

3d. For the purpose of completing or erecting public buildings at the 
Seat of Government, 6,400 acres. | 

4th. Twelve Salt Springs, with six sections of land to each, 46,080 
acres. 

5th. Under the Act of Congress, approved September 4th, 1841, 
500,000 acres, 

6th. Amount of land selected under the provisions of an Act 
entitled an Act to authorize settlers upon the 16th and 36th sections, 
Who settle before the surveys of the public lands, to preempt their 
settlements, approved February 26th, A. D. 1859. To make up defi- 
ciencies where either townships or sections are fractional, 60,988 acres. 

Making the aggregate amount of lands to which the State is 
entitled under the provisions of the Act of Admission and other acts of 
Congress, 1,459,840 acres. 

It will be seen that the largest item in uie total amount of land to 
which the State is entitled is the number of acres embraced in the 16th 
and 36th sections—800,292 acres. It must be remembered that this only 
shows the amount of land embraced in the said sections, in the townships, 
so far as the surveys extend, and that to this date not-more than one- 
third of the whole State is surveyed. When the remainder of the State 
is surveyed, we will be entitled, under the lowest estimate, to about 
1,900,000 more acres of land. In order to determine the full benefit we 
receive from the general Government through the Act of Admission and 
other acts of Congress, it is necessary to include the probable amount 
of lands the State will be in possession of, after it has all been’ surveyed. 

From a careful estimate we find that at the time of the organization 
. of the Territory, there was about 8,500,000 acres of land within the 
limits of our State, in possession of various Indian tribes, Since that 
time they have sold about 1,300,000 acres, leaving the remainder still in 
their possession, saying nothing of the great disadvantage arising to our 
State, from withholding the richest and best portion of our soil from 
settlement, we lose the 16th and 36th sections that the State would be 
entitled to under the Act of Admission, if this land belonged to the 
. Government, taking the total area of Indian country, 8,500,000 acres, and ` 
allow ten sections to each townsbip, we would have 472,000 acres in 
addition to what we now have, forschool purposes. Congress should, with- 
out limitation upon the Memorial of our Legislature, grant landsin lieu of 
this great deficiency, as has been the policy of the Government towards 
other States, similarly situated, 

We have selected the Salt Springs, twelve in number, granted to the 
State in the Act of Admission. You will remember that the Governor} 
is limited to the period of one year from the date of the admission of the- 


i 
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State, in selecting those Springs. The State was admitted: on “the! 29k 
day éf: January, A. D. 1861. Owing to the want of time we deemed it 
advisable to employ Mr, Wm. A. Phillips, of Salina, who is familiar 
with that portion of Kansas where Salt Springs exist, to dif and assist us 
itr making the selections. Threé Aa four’ of’ -the Shrines selected are 
‘valuable to the State for manufacturing purposes. The. remainder are- 
of no special valug except for the six sectiong | of land elie with.each. | 
In a letter from Mr. P illips he informs us *that the pringg, three in 
number, located on Salt Creek, a branch of. the Solomon River, are very” 
valuable and could be made to supply ‘salt enotigh for “Kansas and Mis-, 

< souri.” 

The last Legislature passed ‘an ordinance accepting, the, zeqdditjons 
ufon-which these laigs-were-grated.to the State; saset forth inthe Act 
of Admission. Upon exqmination of the records of:tae, State-Department 
we'are'unable to find any record of the ordinance, neither is it published. 
in the book of laws. Unless the Legislature passes another ordinance 
accepting the conditions contained in the Act „of Admission, all “thé work 
and expense s ineurred by the State in: selecting these ladds will be lost, 
ind ifthe ordinance is not passed before the year expires, frofm’ the date 
of Admission, we will have forfeited our right to the Salt Springs Pe ane 
seventy-two sections of, land, „attached thereto. 

The’ expenseyin Padleoune the lands’ referred to will aouit in the 


aggregate to the sum of $4,178 85, as per statement açcompanying:this 
reports! In accounting for this ‘seemingly great expenge.for doing this 
work’ you will bear in mind that we ware .compeiled, in order, i to procure 
the wécessary assistance and outfit, to make our contracts to pay in State 
Serip at its markeé value, which was not more than fifty cents on the 
a t any time during the period of our service, >> è a fs 4, 

the above sum of' expensés we will hive yet-to.add*the Bills of 
the as of the Land Offices, and the necessary expense in going to, the- 


, Various Land. Offices to make the Jogations. K os ae l 
x All of which is respectfully, submitted. TE 4 a i 
oe ' SE HOFËMAN, 4 - a ae ae 
ee `O EP. BANCROFT, Selecting Committee. 
__ H.B. DENMAN, Se 
ip: ; TQPEKA, , January Tah IDAs i tu a TE a 


fet eb ery 8 
i ae Sie sy he E g 7 
E STATEMENT OF EXPENSES 
Incurred in selecting the Lands granted to the State of Kansas Qy the United 


vi States. wae Bs bse ce ge ean ot 
«A. G. PROCTOR, ga Paani, a i 
ME DE ake : 
aor supplies for expedition, in scrip, : $188 85 
ER ay ` 
A. S. HATHAWAY. ET 
j > ag $28 00 


+ . e e 
- Wor supplies, in scrips ~ 6 ao ou owi 
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Banonort'& Rawaon. 
For keeping house, in scrip, 


g. A. Wuik 
For plat book of Osage district, tn scrip, 


O, W. N. Bucatus. ° 
For use of team and driver 151 days, at the rate of $6 per 
l day, in serip, 
‘Cash paid out on expedition, for repairs, 


TH, 8. Sumsper. i 


Hor-94 days service as survayor, at the rate of $3- per day, 
* -use of horse 66 days, at 50 cts. per day, 


_ “Guo. B. Coors. 


For services as cook 62 1-2 days, at the rate of $1.50 per 
day, 


“9. W. Dow. 
For 40 days services as cook, at the rate of $2 apr day, 


3A. W. Promerine. 
For 40 days gorvices as assistant, at $3 per -= 
¿+ uge of horse 40 days, at 50 ots. por day, 


Wirtu A. Pures, 
For assisting in looking up salt springs, fn scrip, 


S, E. Horrman, 
For 167 days service as agent, at the rate of $3 per day, 
“ use of horse 114 days, at 50 cte, per day, 


H., B. DENMAN. 
For 97 days service as agent, at $2 por day, 
“ use of horse 64 days, at 50 cts. per day, 


' 3B. P, BANCROFT, 


For services as agent and usa of horse, 
s+ supplies furnished, 


A. R, BANCROFT. 
For services as assistant and use of horse, 
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Negotiated with Robert Morrow, orders on the State Auditor 
amounting to $250, atthe rate-of 50 cts. on-the dollar, mak- - 

ing the sum realized $125 00 
Negotiated with Scott, Kerr & Co., an order on the StateAu- 
ditor for the sum of $300, at" the rate of 50° cte. on the 

dollar, making the sum realized $150 00 
Negotiated, by E. P. Bancroft, with Robert Morrow, an adat 

on the State Auditor for the sum of $290, at the rate of : 
TO cts. on the dollar, making the sum realized. $203 00 
Total expenses, $4,178 85 


The money ‘realized from the above negotiations was expended as 


follows, to wit : 


Expenses incurred ia vistting L Land Offices, for the purpose of 


. examining plats, records, &c., $27 00 
Expenses at Emporia, for board, &o., $22 00 
Expenses in securing money and making other necessary = C 

rangements for the expedition, $37 00 
Money paid out for grain for horsés, while out on expedition, $28 00 
Money paid out for provisions, furniture, repairs, &c., $61 00 
Expenses at Leavenworth while engaged in making out report 

and list of selections, — $30 00 
Expenses while engaged at the Land Office. in Atchiaon, $26 00. 
Expenses at the Land Office in Topeka, $24 00 
Traveling expenses from Neosho Falls to Leavenworth, Atchi- 

son, Topeka, and back to Leavenworth, $23 00 
Expenses of E. P. Bancroft in visiting Land Offices and pro- 

curing plats, $94 00 
Cash ‘paid out by E. P, TAE for tent, furviture, supplies, l 

&c., for expedition, $109 00 

Cash oxpended, $481 00 
S E. HOFFMAN, 
E. P, BANCROFT, 
H. B. DENMAN, 


ee Selecting Agents. 


